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punch list

< TILE STYLE
Jen Renzi's The Art of Tile (Clarkson Potter, $40)
brims with practical advice on choosing, in-
stalling, and maintaining tile-everything from
slate floors to mosaic backs plashes. The book
includes a comprehensive catalogue of 1 ,500
dazzling designs conveniently organized by ma-
terial, color, shape, and pattern. Renzi's favorite
kitchen tile? She loves porcelain pavers that
mimic the look atwood flooring. "They're sturdy
and attractive, plus they harmoniz8with nearby
rooms that feature the real thing," she explains.

USER-FRIENDLY /\
Blanco's new Silgranit II line of kitchen sinks provides the chiseled good looks of stone without the worries
of staining. Made of 80 percent granite, the composite sinks are nonporous, so even stubborn red wine
and coffee are easily wiped away from the slick water-and-bacteria-repellent surface. What's more, the
durable material is chip-, scratch-, and fadeproof, and unlike standard granite, requires no pro-
tective sealants. The sinks come in five colors and 22 sleek shapes; prices range from $350to $1,500,
and accessories are also available. Shown is the Precis Multi-Level, which includes a stainless-steel col-
ander, walnut cutting board. and sink grids. Call 888-913-3564 or go to blancoamerica.com.

CONTROL ROOM>

HEARAND NOW>

Raise or lower a room's window treatments and adjust lighting at
the touch of a button with Lutron Electronics Co.'s RadioRA-SR. The
wireless system offers a choice of keypads for custom settings (a univer-
sal remote can also be used), a drapery track, and Roman or roller shades
that are available in a wide range of colors, patterns, fabrics, and woven
woods. Its switches and dimmers control both fixtures and lamps, and
a vacancy sensor automatically turns off lights when no one is in the
room. Prices start at $850. Call 888-LUTRON-1 or visit lutron.com.

Listen up, cinephiles: Samsung's HT-BD8200 is the first home-theater
sound bar equipped with a built~in Blu-ray player. In addition to playing
high-definition discs with surround-sound effects, the svelte wall-mountable
system streams Netflix movies and connects with MP3 gadgets for listening to
music and viewing photos and videos. Available in late June, it includes a wire-
less subwoofer, measures 39.4" w. x 7.7" h. x 1.9" d .. and costs $SOO. Call
SOO-SAMSUNG or go to samsung.com.
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With their subtle patina and timeworn beauty, hand-carved marble sinks from
Ani Ancient Stone bring unique character to the bath. The original pedestal,
countertop, or wall-mounted pieces from the 18805 to the 1930s are sal-
vaged from dilapidated mansions in Italy and Turkey and range in price
from $1.000 to $3,500, Call917 -701-8801 or visit aniancientstone.com.

GREEN PIECE>
The Mode Premium AJI-in-One Recycling
Center provides a streamlined spot for
sorting and storing paper, plastic,
glass, and metal. It features removable
five- and eight -gallon receptacles for easy
transport as well as a compactor activat-
ed by a foot pedal. An LCD screen indi-
cates the weight of recyclables and lights
up with programmable reminders on
pickup days. Available in a high-gloss-
black or stainless-steel finish. the unit
measures 30" h. x 15" w. x 17" d. and
cosls$230-$270. Call 866-976-MOOE
or go to modeproducts. com.
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